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The Return of Mr. Bryan.

The Hon. WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN
will be home again from a foreign shore
to-day, if the gods of the winds and sea
have been kind to the Celtic, which brings
him back to us. No doubt the wintry
blasts have been greatly tempered to the
other passengers by Mr. BRYAN'S amia-
bility and high spirits. For some months
he has taken a vacation from politics.
He has treated himself to a travelling
soholarship. He has associated with
the Pope, Kings, Crown Princes, Prime
Ministers, Ambassadors, Privy Council-
lors and the great and good generally.
He has heard distinguished orators, He
has collected impressions and reminis-
cences which will be the joy of Fairview
for years to come and make a pretty
book. He has communed with TOLSTOI,
He has enlarged his horizon, presum-
ably. He has received and diffused hap-
piness, The rose-wreathed interlude is
ended, and the stern duties of volunteer
statesmanship are to be taken up once
more,

The reception to him devised by some
of his ‘New York friends, who have
thoughtfully allowed several eminent
Manhattan and Brooklyn Democrats to

. have a share in its felicities, is to be at
once a reward of merit and an interna-
tional peace festival. The call to sub-
scribers put this admirably:

“ Mr. BrYax's arrival home might fitly be made
the occasion of a welcome that should not only tes-
Uty to the high appreclation of Mr. BRYAN'S con-
duct while abroad, which Is so generally felt by hls
countrymen, but also mark, In some degree, an
acknowledgment of our obligation to those who In
honoring our fellow citizen have honored us.”

Possibly there was no particular
reason to be glad that Mr. BRYAN has be-
haved himself abroad. It is no more
than was expected of him. But we can
all be glad that the English, the French,
the Russians, the Germans, the Dutch,
and everybody else whe met Mr. BRYAN
on his travels, treated him with the honor
due to a famous American and an in-
genuous seeker after knowledge. He
brings back peace. He will find more
of it here than there was when he went
away; and we cannot believe that, fresh
from ToLsTOI, the non-resistant, he will
do anything to disturb it.

The Gentle Art of Sanding Sugar.

For about three weeks before the meet-
ing of the Legislature it had been an-
nounced here and there, from time to
time, that the Hon. BENJAMIN B. ODELL,
Jr., the Business Governor, had devised
and was about to publish in his message
a plan of finance for the canal improve-
ment which would save the taxpayers
more than $40,000,000.

The intentions of Mr. ODELL were in-
dustriously advertised in advance; and,
naturally, the report of his success in
providing for so considerable a saving
in the cost of the canal attracted much
attention. The specifications and details

of his financial plan were awaited with ;

sympathetic interest throughout the
Empire State.

Yeaterday morning, after the publica-
tion of Mr. ODELL'S financial discovery
and project, not a single importart news-

. paper of this town discussed the same
except in terms denoting either amaze-
.ment at the Governor’s ignorance of the

* elementary principles of finance or sus-
picion of the rectitude of his purpose.
The consensus of condemnation must
have been impressive even to somewhat
seared gensibilities. On the part of the
journals favorable to the canal improve-
ment and on the part of those opposed to
the enterprise the attitude was the same
toward Mr. ODELL'S special plan. His
proposal was greeted with more or less
politely disguised contempt on every
side. Even his own grocery organ,
practised in subserviency as it is, failed
him on this critical occasion.

' It 18 encouraging that so many news-
papers of diverse mi penetrated
simujtaneously and independently the
shallow tricks of arithmetic by which
Governor ODELL ‘attempted to cipher
out a “saving” of $40,000,000 to the citi-
zens of the State by transferring the
burden to the same citizens as taxpayers
in the counties. Our neighbor the
World remarks with truth of this as-
pect of the Odell project:

“ha proposition that the counties shall pay part
of the State’s bills suggests ‘saving’ money hy
taking {8 out of one pocket to put it in another.”

The Tribune says:

“We do not see, however, why the Income of
25,500,000 [from new taxes] would not, In the seven-
teem yedrs from the first lssue of the proposed
bomnds to the countles, Just as effectively extinguish
the $75,000,000 of debt when turned to the payment
of Interest bearing bonds, Issued at the rate of
$18,000,000 & year for periods ranging from one to
seventeen years, adjusted to the balance of the
$6.500,000 (ncome avallable for principal payments
each year. The levy on the countles and the de-

ferment of Interest appear to be only one method
of eopveniently handling the loan. It may have
some special advantages which wlll be made more
clear by subsequent dlscussion.”

Either with sharper insight or because
of less reserve of utterance, the Times
exhibits the humbug more adequately
than the Tribune:

“The fallacy of this calculation lies In the fact
that the Governor confounds saving for the State
with saving for the people. On the books of the
Comptroller at Albany thls economy of $41,790,000
aeu/d make a handsome showing. It would rep-
resent no such economlic gain for the people, for
the simple reason that In taking this money out
of thelr pockets by very large annual tax levies—It
makes no cdifference whether the taxes be direct
or Indireet —the State deprives them of their op-
portuni'les to make proftable use and Investment
n! these funds. a loss which would more than offset
the gaim to them through the saving In Interest
¢n the canal improvement bonds. * * * By a

rapid paying off of the canal debt, as the Goverpor
proposes, the State would save 3 per cent,, but the
people would lose the use of 4 or 5 per cent. money.
There would be no saving. In the ordinary gourse
of human fortunes there would be a loss to the
" people.”

The New York Herald dismisses the
plan as “a very ingenious bit of financier-
ing.” The Evening Post says that the
plan is “complicated” and has “scarcely
a leg to stand on.” The Staats-Zeitung
does not see “how the amourft required
can be raised without new and unjust,
and for a part of the people extremely
burdensome, taxation”; and it calls upon
the Governor for further and more con-
vincing proofs of the ‘“practicability of
his proposal and the uprightness of his
intentions.”

We do not quite agree with those of
our neighbors who regard Mr. ODELL'S
prospectus as either very ingemious or
very complicated. His plan seems to us
both simple and old. Its essential factors
are perfectly familiar to the actuaries
of the get-rich-quick enterprises, and
they are as old as the system of banking
devised years ago by Mrs. HoLMES of
Boston and so profitably cultivated by
her numerous progeny of imitators.

Indeed, neither more nor less genius
is displayed by the author of the deferred
interest and county levy programme
than illumines the back room of many
a country grocery, where the process
goes on thdt systematizes profit by the
addition of silicates to saccharines.

Cuba’'s Standing in the Financial
Centres.

In the adjustment of national ex-
penditure to national revenue, the Cuban
Administration has displayed commend-
able wisdom and soundness of judgment.
This, however, is a matter of routine.
Given fair assurance of the approximate
revenue, no great difficulty is encoun-
tered in preparing an annual budget and
in voting appropriations on that basis,

Barring some entirely unexpected
commercial or industrial catastrophe,
Cuba can estimate her revenues from
customs duties and a limited internal
taxation as not far from $18,000,000. That
being known, the division of the sum
according to the requirements of the
various departments of the Government
is not a complicated operation.

Outside of that limited domain, the
hard fact has to be faced that Cuba has
thus far failed lamentably. The de-
sirability, from many points of view, of
effecting a national loan was early rec-
ognized and generally conceded. Very
little objection appeared in any part
of the island. The new Government
started virtually free from debt, but
there were certain obligations which it
was morally bound to meet and the pay-
ment of which would put into circulation
a sum of money much needed to give an
impetus to production and to trade.

After eight months of discussion, a
loan bill was passed by Congress and ap-
proved by the President, in February,
1903. But its terms were such that no
financiers would touch the matter on
the basis provided, and the Cubans were
go told by all whom they approached.
For reasons not known and not easily
understood, they declined to accept this
verdict, and spent some months in hawk-
ing their propositions in the market, with
the only result of acquiring a reputation
not complimentary to their financial
sagacity. Their proposal went beg-
ging, and lenders showed no disposition
whatever even to consider it. Yet they
persisted, although their reasons for
doing 80 are somewhat obscure. It was
rumored that somewhere a group was
| playing a game for its own ends. During
[ the autumn of last year a commission
was appointed to canvass the money
centres. Presumably, it was to visit
New York, London, Paris and Berlin. It
spent some weeks in New York, where it
received more courtesy than encourage-
ment. A tentative proposition was then
obtained from Wall Street, virtually to
the effect that if the basis of the loan was
properly changed a certain group would
endeavor to place the $35,000,000 at 90,
for a commission of 21 per cent.

The commission decided that this was
the best it could do, and returned to
Havana with a report to that effect. It
appears to have required twelve months
to convince the (Cuban Congress and
Administration that they knew less about
national loans than did the bankers of
New York. It seems to have taken that
time to satisfy Cuba that she could not
get money by merely announcing her
desire to borrow $35,000,000 on terms
of her own choosing. A bill modifying
that of Feb. 27, 1903, has now been passed
by the Cuban Congress. The bill as
amended authorizes the President to
determine the conditions and terms of
the loan and to pledge the customs re-
ceipts in such manner as seems to him
fitting,

The customs revenues, however, are
already mortgaged by the terms of the
Platt Amendment, and endless con-
fusion has arisen over the methods pro-
posed and employed for the provision
of a revenue from internal taxation
which would avoid any hypothecation
of the customs receipts. A burdensome
taxation is already in force, imposed
for the specific purpose of providing
for the still shadowy loan. Tho agita-
tion for a national lottery as a basis for
{ the loan is persistent. Outside of her
rontine receipts and expenditures, ("uba's
national finance can only be regarded as
in a bad way.

(‘uba is ‘abundantly able to carry the
proposed loan, abundantly able to pay
the interest on it and to provide for its
liquidation. But, whether her leaders
are relying upon unsound advice, or
whether they are groping in darkness as
a result of their own unfamiliarity with
the methods of high finance,*the fact
stands that (‘uba's national credit has
suffered severely in the money market.
Those who would do a business of $35,-
000,000 with the centres of finance must
conform to certain rules laid down in
those centres. It is folly to put forth
unbusinesslike proposals.

A further injury has been done to
(uba's standing in money circles by her
attitude toward her 1896 bonds, the in-
terest on which is now a vear overdue
and unpaid. Tt is true that the amount
is small, but when men or nations are un=
duly dilatory in paying their small bills

a doubt of their fidelity in the pay-
ment of larger accounts is inevitable,
Cuba has laid herself open to rumors and
goesip, if to no worse, which are un-
deniably detrimental to her larger in-
terests. “The “ticker” service of a few
days ago carried the following:

* An attempt Is being made by the Cuban Govera-
ment to force down the price of Cuban 8s by discour-
aging reports, so that the Government may buy
these bondscheaply. Itis conceded that these bonds
must be provided for because they are a first llem
on all customa recelpts and taxes, as certified to by
President PALMA'S signature on each bond.

“ Unless these bonds are pald 1t might affect the
flotatlon of the $55,000,000 loan, which s to be se-
cured by these same custom recelpts.”

No Qovernment, and particularly a
new one seeking to borrow an impor-
tant sum, can afford to put itself into a
position where such things can be said
of it in money centres. True or untrue,
Cuba has laid herself open to such com-
ment by her confused and unbusinesslike
methods of finance.

If Mr. PALMA is being badly advised
he has had ample time to realize it and
should change his counsellors. Cuba
should pay up her 1808 bonds.

New York Compared With Foreign
Cities.

We have so much room in which to
grow in Brooklyn, Queens, The Bronx
and Staten Island that, notwithstanding
Manhattan’s congested condition south
of Harlem, our density of population is
small when compared with that of many
European cities.

In the five boroughs of New York
there are 317.77 square miles of area. In
1000 the population was 3,437,302; at that
time, therefore, we had 2,577 square feet
of surface to each inhabitant. In other
words, if our population had been evenly
distributed over the five boroughs, each
person would have had a bit of ground
about fifty feet square to live on. The
space per capita is a little less now, as
our population is supposed to have grown
by half a million or more since the census
was taken.

It may seem at first- glance impossible
that as much as 2577 square feet of our
total surface, including the waters on the
land, but not the bay, could be allotted
to each resident within the city limits,;
but when we remember that a square
mile contains 27,878,400 square feet, we
may readily ascertain that, with an allot-
ment of 2,577 square feet to each person,
a square mile would contain about 10,810
inhabitants.

We get an idea how large New York is
when we compare it with some European
cities. Berlin is about the size of The
Bronx. London County (not Greater
London), with a population of 4,500,000,
is not quite so large as Queens. Paris
might be set down in the middle of
London County, with a margin of streets
and houses all around it. Vienna, which
nearly doubled its area a few years ago
by drawing the municipal line around
the arms of the city extending along
highways to the country, would about
cover Brooklyn. Greater London, New
York, Chicago and Vienna all carry on
market gardening and other rural pur-
guits on a large scale within their own
limits. Berlin, Paris, St. Petersburg,
Vienna and Copstantinople might be
put in the area occupied by New York,
with a margin for a few suburbs.

Thus we have far more room to grow
in than any of these cities within their
present limits; and when our transporta-
tion system is perfected, and we are able
easily and quickly to carry all who wish
tolivein the outlying wards and districts,
we can give everybody, for a long time
to come, more "elbow room than the
people of these Furopean cities enjoy.

This list of twelve large cities shows,
from the latest official data, the number
of square feet within the city limits to
each inhabitant:
Paris ..o 0
Berlin ...

Amaterdam, e 1,022
Hamburg... W 1,173
o Vienna...,. erseeese 1,173
Copenhagen........ Munteh.. ..., ,,.... 1,657
London County.... New York....,..... 2,577
Dresden............ 1,022 | Budapest...,.,.... 3,107

The table shows that Paris is most
densely packed with humanity. Paris
has an inhabitant for every sixteen feet
square of space. London County, though
it has many thousands of small cottages
with a bit of grass plot, has an inhabitant
for every twenty-six feet square of space.
We have the largest space per inhabi-
tant, excepting Budapest.

Two Constantinoples might be placed
on Staten Island, with a little room to
spare; and if Staten Island were as
wretchedly ‘overcrowded as Constanti-
nople is, it would have nearly 2,000,000
inhabitants.

With unlimited opportunities for ex-
pansion when the need comes, we shall
never incur the dangers and misery of
the frightful congestion of humanity seen
in the Oriental cities. In the matter
of territorial growth we have before us
the illustrious example of the Greater
London, now in charge of the Metropoli-
tan and City Police forces and with a
total area of 690 square miles, more than
double the area of this city, a distriect
that is not only the home of 6,000,000
persons but which provides animportant
fraction of their vegetable food supplies.

The Early Dick.

We opened the Tuesday number of
our esteemed contemporary the Con-
gressional Record with a feeling of
apprehension, Where was the gracile
beauty of that old friend? It looked
swollen and dropsical. Happily, our
apprebension was soon relieved. The
causes of this extraordinary dickness,
so to apeak, were soon seen to be non-
pathological. The Hon. CHARLES DICR,
Representative in Congress of the Nine-
teenth Ohio district, had made a few
brief remarks, which he summarized
as follows in “fullface lower case”:

“What the Republican Party Has Done for the
Soldler. Most Liberal Pension Laws In the World,
‘The Campalgn for Pratectlon In Great Britain.
The Experience of the United States Shows Free
Trade a Loalng Pollcy--Our Prosperity's Only
Peril the Menace of Democratic Victory."”

Mr. DIck's concise observations are
crowded into a little more than sixty-one
full pages. Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S pro-
tection campaign gets thirty-nine pages
in fine print. His Glasgow speech is
reported in full. '

On page 519 Mr. DICK issues an appeal
intended for the Tueaday after the first
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Monday in November. He implores the
American people to remember a lot of
things and tells them that “remember-
ing all those things, your duty to your
wives, your children and yourselves
demands that you vote the Republican
ticket on Nov. 8."

Either they begin the campaign unusu-
ally early in Geauga county and Portage
county, or Mr. Dick reaches.for the fore-
lock of opportunity when that fateful
hair is still rather short.

Probably Less Acclamation in 1904.

The Democratic national convention of
1800, the eighteenth in its order, nomi-
nated at Kansas City, on July 5, WILLIAM
J. BRYAN for President, by acclamation.
There was no other candidate; there was
no vote cast for any other candidate for
President.

The Republican national convention of
1000, the twelfth in order, held in the city
of Philadelphia, renominated, on June
21, President MCKINLEY by acclamation.
There was no other candidate named or
considered. For the Vice-Presidency,
THEODORE ROOSEVELT was nominated
by acclamation, but not unanimously.
He received 929 of the 930 votes cast.
The one vote not cast in his favor was
his own.

In the Populist national convention,
the third in order, W. J. BRYAN was nomi-
nated for President by acclamation at
Sioux Falls, 8. D., on May 10, by 760 votes.
No vote was cast for any other candidate.
One of the delegates, 88 years of age,
declared that he had walked 1,000 miles
to vote for HENRY CLAY in 1844, “I
came,” he added, “1,000 miles to vote for
W. J. BRYAN in this convention; and I
hope you will not allow me to be defeated,
as ] was in 1844.”

At the first national convention of the
Social Democratic party, held in Indian-
apolis, EvGENE V. DEBS was nominated
for President by acclamation on March 8.
Hedeclined. The convention adjourned,
and on tha 9th he was renominated, not
only by acclamation but by a “rising
vote.”

Even the United Christian party gave
evidence of union, if not of subsequent
strength, when, at its first national con-
vention, at Rock Island, on May 2, the
Rev. SiLAas C. SWALLOW was unani-
mously designated as its candidate for
President.

There will be less unanimity, acclama-
tion and nomination by rising vote this
year than four years ago, according to
January indications.

We admit disappointment. We expected some-
thing original from Mr. OLNBY. Instead, we gota
speech that In no wise differed from one any hack
stumper could dellver. The bee In his bonnet has
scemingly made a coward of the man responsible
for many of the most consplcuous acts of the
Cleveland Administratlon.—Springnield /nion.

Yet he had the courage and originality
to make a distinct nomination for President;
and the name of his nominee was not
RICHARD OLNEY.

=

‘The Great Year of Centralization.

To THE EDITOR oF THE SuN—Sir: Two
very important political events occurred in
the year 1003 which have received but scant
P mention. First, the marked advance in pa-
ternalism on the part of the Government;
and, second, the almost total obliteration of
State’s rights.

When the Government can enter a State
and harry a corporation chartered by the
State that is breaking no law of the State,
because it is doing business in another State
to the alleged dissatisfaction of the Govern-
ment, even when it is violating no law of the
State entered, and when thers has been no
complaint made against it by any State au-
thorities, it seems to me this Is carrying things
with a high handg-and to think this power was
conveyed to the Governinent by the votes of
Senators and Representatives who have
heretofore been very jealous of the rights
of their respective States and have vigorously
protested against any Federal assumption
in that direction, is the most astonishing thing
about it.

There never was such a centralization of
power in the history of the Giovernment as
was brought about in the year 1903.

CH ARLES B, WRITING.

HARTFORD, Jan, 6.

The Governor’s Canal Plan.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Governor
Odell's proposition to “save $40,000,000" for
the State is foolishly impracticable, but it is
likely to bring a certain amount of popularity
to him from a considerable body of citizens.
This is true because the average citizen (a)
knows nothing about the science of flnance,
(b) knows nothing about systems of taxa-
tion, (0) will not take the trouble to inform
himself upon these subjects, and (d) will ba
carried away by enthusiasm over the mere
statement of a saving of $40,000,000.

If the Governor's plan is adopted its fajlure
will be overshadowed in the popular mind
by the disgust that the people will feel over
the folly of this whole canal enterprise; If it
is rejected he will declare, when the people
realize their folly, that had his advice been
followed in the beginning all would have
been well. POLITICIAN.

NEw YORK, Jan. 7.

Republicans and Mayor, McClellan.

ToTHE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir; That was
a fine editorial in to-day’s SUN on the new
Mayor, and it 8izes up the situationas he views
it. A better interpretation of the thoughts
and intentions of an honest minded and a high
minded American gentleman could not have
been made.

It is worthy of THE SuN that we old fel-
lows of journalistic tendencies now look to you
for all that is fair minded, decent and repre-
gentative in American publie life, God bless
you!

ANEW YORKER, AND A REPUBLICAN AT THAT.

KINDERHOOK, Jan. 0.

A Friend on the Spot.
From the Whshington Post.

Another recrult has foined the Panama army,
and Panama sends us the encouraging word that
we may proceed to business without worry. She
will not ley Colombla lick us,

Georgla.
From the Atlanta Constitution.

With the volees/that slng in her fountains
With the light of her blue skles unfurled;
With the gold that veins valleys and mpuntains
She speaks to the wondering world!
No dreamer in fanciful glory,
Whose dreams In the sunlight must cease,
She writes on the helghts her bright story
Of Progress and Peace.

A song in the roll of her rivers,
Far awueplng in silver to sea;
Where Light t mugh the forest land quivers,
And lures to the homes of the free,
The song of her fields and her meadows,
That know not the gloom or the blight:
Behold how she stands from the shadows
In splendor of Light!

Crowned Georgla, the Greater, she call s vou
From the walls of the world to her side;

A volce than enchants—that enthralls you
And nnv over tempest and tide!

See her hills—with pure gold, how they gHtter;
The treasures her deep mines release;

Her broad, sunny fields—how they litter
The land with thelir fleece!

She seeks not for Idle ovations:
_Each promlse her progreas fulnls:
She burdens the ships of the natlons
_ With the frult of her mines and her mills.
Sunny skies, that still lend all their glory

And harvests that heap the hroad land:
‘Tis Georgla that reads you her story,

The Greater —the Grand!

FRANK L. STANTOW.

THE ABYSSINIAN ENTERPRISE.

The Other Stde.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SBUuN—Sir: Of late

the attempt has been made to boom Abys-
sinia as a new fleld for American goods and
manufactures, and to picture Menelik as one
of the most enlightened rulers, anxious to
enter into direct communication with the
QGreat Power of the New World.
- Now, let us have a few facts on the subject.
The only navigable seaport by which the in-
terior of Abyssinia can be reached, is Djibuti,
on the coast of French Somaliland, from
where also a railroad is running via Dira
Dana to Harrar.

Abysgsinia does not yet belong to the uni-
versal postal union, notwithstanding that
Menelik’s Premier, Ila, tried hard last spring
while he was visiting his native country,
Switzerland, to have Abyssinia admitted
to 1'Union Postale Universelle at Berne.

The, money of the country is the Maria
Theresian thaler, a silver coin worth about
80 cents in times of peace, but of fluctuant
value when the subordinate unruly tribes
are warring on each other, which happens
with a regularity only equalled by some fa-
mous South American republics.

8o far the present Negus has been able to
subdue the not rarely rebellious tribes, but
he is in his sixtleth year, and while of robust
body, not in robust health, his government
being absolute and despotic. According to
his whim, Menelik can, and does, make and
break treaties with nations, and comtracts
with foreign commercial socleties; he is cun-

oxy_and has been in the habit of
in .ﬁolitloal and commercial ars
ionality against the other.

The first missionary who tried to convert the
King o{ Klnfs to European ideas was Prince
Henri, the black dheep of tha Orléans family,
who, after the Boulevards of Paris had be-
come too hot for him, crossed the Red Sea,
but in a different direction than the old Is-
raelites. He was supported by a company
of French tradespeople.

he Dual Au&nce. however, already ex-
isting, Henr{ had to divide the first \mis-
slonary) mortgage on the Negus with the

ssian, Leontiev. These par nobili fratres
or a while busied themselves with throwm
ouquets at the seemingly unsophistica
ark-skinned Emmor of hh.]pl for which
they were prom some valuable conces-
sions. Soom, however, the heads of the dua
allies cornmenced to swell to such an ex-
tent that they were urgently requested to
look for home and mother. Thus 310 modern
African Xneid came to an untimely end
g‘uhtﬂe the meBt valuable concessions fizzled

Then, after a short breathing spell, Cicco

, got lﬁtwork in. Cloco
1 1 , WAS an army surgeon
but unlike hia American colleague, had turn
into a diplomat; to him the Negus grant
trade and mining concessions of no little
importance.

As we have seen in the Transvaal, there
exists a strong affinity between the Anglo-
Saxons and auriferous territory. Great Brit-
ain, having first encouraged Italy to take the
chestnuts out of the fire, stepped in with a
bluff, and by offering valuable presents where
the dual ull’icn had given only cheap trash
from the Bon Marché, the British thus se-
cured for themselves privileges which prom-
ised a substantial pro&.

Germany, however, which always has a
keen eye on darkest Africa whenever there
is & chance of making money, has not yet con-
sidered it worth whﬁn to open a commercial
agency, much less to send a diplomatic
r»{grenentntiva. to Abyssinia; her reticent
attitude speaking volumes for her prudence.

The Abyssinians are a nomadic race. The
principal tribes are of Godsham, Shoa, Dshim-
ma, Kaffa and Wolto, the chiefs of which are
dependent on the Negus, who rules them
with a mailed fist when he is able to do so.

Two years ago, while Menelik was seriously
fll, the tribes became rebellious, even Ras
Makonnen, his own cousin and heir nrenumr-
tive, being charged with complicity in the

lot. It took all the cunning and not a
ew heads of the unruly tribes to restore order
when Menelik got wel{uuin.

The residence is Addis Alam and the capi-
tal Addis Abbaba, with about 60,000 settled,
and a floating population of somewhat less.
Harrar is the next city of importance; the
rest do not count, asthey virtually cannot be
called permanent settlements on account of
the nomadic character of the people.

Nominally the Abyssinians are Coptic
Christians; if their treatment of the Italian
prisoners is any criterion for their religion
:pd culture, they are better Copts than Chris-

ians.

A written code of l1aw does not exist: justice
holnf ealt in traditional and patriarchical
fashion. Woe to the man who displeases the

Ng{un! X

he principal imports are cotton, silk and
woollen manufnctures and arme: the ex-
ports, coffee, gold, ivory and skins,

So far, Mr. Skinner and Mr. Ellis are the
only Americans who have officially visited
Abyssinia. They were guests of the Negus,
were shown all that the dusky monarch
wanted them to see, who had prescribed the
route these envoys had to take, and he gra-
ciously dismisged them with a small menagerie
and a big decoration as farewe!l presents, It
ig’but human that they give unlimited praise
for what they wers permitted to see and the
cordinl reception they received.

It, however, is not unlikely that now, since
the Americans have returned to their lares
and penates, the cunning Negus is using the
screws on the British envoy to squeeze a big
sum out of the RBritishers' pockets for re-
vocable concessions, already granted, by
threatening that his Majesty has the inten-
tion of making the unselfish ohildlike Ameri-
cans supplant the British, in case the latter
do not “pony up.”

On the other hand, should the Americans
really utt.omgt to become masters of the
situation in Abyssinia the British, who control
the only railroad from Dijibuti inte the in-
terior, may be comprlled to use Standard
0il methodsto keep their transatlantic cousins
from competing with them.

Let a man well acquainted with the com-
mercial and industrial affairs at home study
the requirements of the Abyssinian market
first, before we boom Abyssinia as the par-
adise for the over-products of our various
infant industries, .

Such a study takes time before a thorough
knowledge of matters'and men can be arrived
at and an unbiassed opinion can be formed.

Who i8 going to send a capable man to do
such preparatory work and pay his expenses,
and where is the man to do such work effi-
ciently? ,

For the present, I advise "hands off" in
matters Abyssinian. W. E. MANTITS.

NEw YORK, Jan. 7.

The Garb of the Two Sexes,

To TAR EDITOR OF TAR SUN--Sir: Your corre-
spondent “Disgruntied” is too strongly Influenced by
the trivial, and seems not to be in the class with the
ordinary man, who rather delightsin the appearance
of the ordinary woman-—the woman of good taste,

Woman's dress Is a pecullar Institution. Her
garments meet; & man's overlap. A man may
have no suspendeér buttons, but he can use nalls,
and his coat covers 1t; his vest may be ripped, but
his coat covers It, and s0 on. He 15 only too fre
quently addicted to the shirt .sleeve habit, an abom|i
natlon.

Let “Disgruntled” overlook these small matters
of dress and seek In woman that which glves her
her right to existence—her mental polse, her In-
stincts of the right and the good, her kindly influ-
ence, which makes her the true wife and mother.

Picture man's lot 1f he should always let protrud-
{ng pinheads kill his perception of these attributes
of woman. “Disgruntled” should look for charac
ter and not for pinheads. HIs perspective 1s all
wrong. He gives evidence of a subtle charm
which, {f put to 1ts proper use, would win him a
wife. A BELIBVER IN WOMAN.

MIDDLETOWN, Conn., Jan. 6.

To TRE EpITOR Oor THE SUN-Sfr: Here Is a
crumb for the carping bachelor who descants on the
subject of pins In women's garments:

Perhaps It he had to cut and make his own gar
ments without previous training and with seant ma-
terial, as thousands of women have to do, he might
count himself clever 1f his necessary apparel passed
muster at all.

Tae WoRrM WHo TURNS NOw AND THEN.

NEw YORR, Jan. 8.

To TaE EoITOR OF THE SUN--Sir. Are you sure
that there was not a misprint In the letter from
“Disgruntled” that has called out so much com-
ment? Is It possible that any man has had so
little experience as to object to the use of “safety”
ping In the walst band of A woman's skirt? If he
had confined his protest to those long black headed
pins with needle polnts that are unaccountably (n
s0 much favor with the fair sex at the present time
there would be some sense In It. Although [ have
no exact Information on the subject, [ am conf-
dent that the safety pin was Invented by a more
enterprising and venturesome man than “Dis-
gruntled”; by some one who did not want his court -
ship punctuated with lacerated fingers.

MONTCLAIR, N. J., Jan. 7. SAFETY PIN

A Challenge to Accomplished Larynges,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: Thomas Moore
slngs of
“A Russian whose dissonant, consonant name
Almost crumbled to fragments the trumpet of

fame.” .

But Joseph Henry Hrdhcka, who successfully
appealed to the Supreme Court (Laws of 1003, Vol.
2: page 14060), to let him abandon his fearful sur
name and be hereafter known as plain Joseph
Heory, must have been at onece the terror and
the despalr of Fame and all others who wished to
pame him.

\Will not TA® SUN help ua to pronounce the name
HrdhekA before It ceases to he a cognomen?

Nrw York, Jan. 7. X.N.J.

SIX POLAR BEARS ON A BERG.

The polar bear story told by the officers
of the steamship Hanover on her last trip
to Baltimore is quite unusual, but not im-
probable. They say that when entering the
eastern edge of the Grand Banks of New-
foundland they sighted a large iceberg, and
through a glass discovered that it was ten-
anted by two or three polar bears. Draw-
ing nearer they could see with the naked
eye six bears clambering around on the ice
mass,

Unless appearances were deceptive it is
evident that these involuntary wanderers
were making an unusually long journey to
the south and were bound for swift destruc-
tion by drowning. They had probably not
suffered for food, as the Greenland and
Labrador waters through which they had
passed abound with seal; but they were
finally in a region where bear food is scarce
and icebergs rapidly disappear.

There is no doubt that some of these ani-
mals perish by being carried out to sea on
ice floes. The bear that lived for twenty-
three years in the Zoological Gardens of
London, and whose death some years ago
brought grief to many youthful admirers,
was captured when young on a floating piece
of floe ice south of Spitzbergen. From five
to twenty bears on rare occasions have been
seen on the. drifting floe near this archi-
pelago. The westerly drift which heaps
great masses of ice against the eastern
shores of Greenland sometimes brings bears
with it from far away Spitzbergen; and
there is good evidence that these immi-
grants on one oocasion drifted around Cape
Farewell to the western coast of Greenland,
where they were shot. The animal is now
very scarce in Danish Greenland, and in the
best of seasons only forty to fifty are killed
there; and most of them are pilgrims from
the north brought down on the floating floe
from Melville Bay or Smith Sound.

In spite of the reputation of these animals

for timidity the travellers among them are
likely to be impertinent. A bear some
years ago invaded the entrance to an Esqui-
mau winter hut, but fortunately was slain
by the badly frightened inmates. On an-
other occasion a bear thrust his head in
through the membrane which serves the
purpose of window glass in one of these
huts, but retreated when the solitary in-
mate, a woman, pushed a wisp of blazing
hay in his face. The woman might have
fared bfdly if it had not been for a hunter,
who shot the animal as he was trying to
scratch a hole through the wall on the other
gide of the hut.
4 Arctic Nimrods regard the white bear as
indifferent sport, because it usually scamp-
ers away over the ice fields at the sight of
an enemy or takes to the nearest water. Mr.
Baldwin wrote from Franz Josef Land that
in nine cases out of ten hunting the polar bear
was about as much sport as shooting the
family cow; but the mother bear will fight
hard for her cubs, and if she gets within
striking distance of her foe he has little
chance to escape. With modern guns there
is often danger of overconfidence.

We may imagine that the conditions under
which the animals sighted by the Hanover
were found were beginning to be a little un-
comfortable. There may have been an
occasional touch of mildness in the air which
they did not enjoy. We should look in
vain for the white bear on the south coast of
Iceland, where the warmer waters of the
Atlantic impress him as unfavorable for
comfort; but he is found on the north coast.
Capt. Sverdrup did not find the bear on
any of the islands which he discovered
north of the Parry Archipelago or in the
neighboring waters, doubtless for the reason
that the favorite food of the bear is scarce
in that region.

Thus, while the habitat of the polar bear
girdles the world in the Ayctic regions, it is
narrowed even in that zone by the food
supply. Nansen found no form of life north
of the eighty-fourth parallel. 1t is only the
unfortunate animals which unwittingly set
sail on drift ice that get south of the regions
adapted for their home.

Court of Inquiry in the Wood Case.
From the Puitsburg Post.

Proper regard for consistency now should sug-
gest to the Presldent to cause the Wood case to
take the course of the post oMce charges. The
accusatlons agalnst Gen, Wood are too serious to be
whitewashed. The honor, efliclency and good
repute of the whole American army are involved.
Gen. Wood either has been outrageously slandered,
or he Is unfit not only for the high command to
which his pending nomination would lead in a few
years but also for the rank he now holds.

If he has been maligned the President owes it to
Wood as well as to the army to have this fact estab-
Ilished beyond all peradventure, If he has not been
mallgned, the duty Is even greater to e¢stablish the
fact. There Is a way by which every doubt can be
dispelled, and only one¢, A court of inquiry can be
ordered by the President, and this tribunal, com-
posed as It would be of gentlemen of the highest
sense of honor and falrness, could be depended
upon to do justice,

Until this Is done nelther President Roosevelt nor
any of the other friends and well wishers of Gen,
Wood can hope to hear the last of the charges. The
honor of the army will not be wholly cleansed of the
taint of susplelon unless the action suggested ls
taken. In cases much less reprehensible than that
of Wood the War Department has been quick to
resort to the remedies at hand to right wrongs to
ofMcers and dispel publlec suspicion. Gen. Wood's
own sense of the proprieties ought to cause him to
call for a court of Inquiry whatever may be the final
action of the Senate on his pending nomination,

How a Chaplain Won the Victoria Cross,

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: In a recent
issue of your paper It was stated that but one chap-
lain in the Britlsh Army had ever recelved the
Vietorla Cross. If you examine the records you
will find that durlng Gen. Kitchener's campalgn
in Northern Africa Father Collins was awarded the
cross for an act of herolsm.

It seems that the Britlsh soldiers became con-
fused and were firing upon each other, when Father
Collins rushed into the zone of fire, and, ralsing
his hands, called upon them to stop in God s name,
He i3 stlll a chaplain. 1 was told this by a chaplain
from the British Army, Father Rockliff, who went
through the Boer war and was acquainted with
Father Collins. K.

\WEST SENECA, N. Y., Jan. 5. ¢

Safety on the Elevated.

To TaE EDITOR OF THR SUN —-Sir: The electrie
system In force upon the Manhattan Flevated
Rallroad 1s, no doubt, a boon to the travelling
publie, when we take Into consideration the anti-
quated steam system of a short time ago.

1 would llke to make a suggestion which I think
would tend to prevent colllsion, If anything should
g0 wrong with the working apparatus of an eclec-
tric train, all the lights would go out, Including the
danger slgnalson the rcar of the traln. ‘I'he motor.
man of the traln following could not dlscern
the stalled train, and possibly a colliston would
take place, with the result of serlous Injury and
possibly the death of many of the passengers.

I would suggest that the company should be
compelled to place danger signaly upon the rear
of the last car, independent of the electric system.

NEwW YORK, Jan. 8. F. X. MCCARTHY.

Line and Staff in the Public Schools,

To TAE EpITOR or THE SUN-—-Sir: W you
kindly explain why the teachers of Greater New
York have not yet recelved thelr December salaries?

And THE SUN would do a great deal of good by
agitating the discontinuance of employlng so
many supervisors who are more of a nulsance than
a help. They never do any teaching, and they keep
the poor class teacher worried and make her
neglect the more essentlal polnts of the children’s
educatlon.

There are Mr. Physical Culture, Miss Musle,
Mlss Sewing and Mrs. Manual Tralning, all with
high salaries for doing nothing, as far as teaching
Is to be recognlzed.

1t I3 the class teacher who does the work.

NEwW YORK, Jan. 6. MARY BROWN,

An Alphahetic Menu.
From the Christtan Intelligence

Apples, Bananas, Coffee, Dumplings, Eggs Fried
Grapefruit, Halibut, I'allan Jam, Knickerbocker
Lamb, Mince, Nouget, Oranga Ple, Qualls Roasted,
Stewed Tomatoes, [Underdone Veal, WaMes,
Atraordinary Yams from Zululand.

1 eommon_people or mere schoolgirls

GIFT FROM LADIES OF FRANCE,

Reproduction of Bust of Washington De.
stroyed by Fire In the Capitol in 1831,
WasuiNGTON, Jan. 7.~The Secretary of

State has received through M. Jusseran |

the French Ambassador, a formal tende:

of the bust of Washington from the ladies
of France. The offer will be submitte|

by Secretary Hay to Congress, with 4

recommendation that it be accepted ani

provision made for a ceremonial instal-
lation. The Ambassador’s note is as fol.
lows:

Mr, Secretary of State,

By order of my Government, 1 have th
honor to inform your Excellency that a cer-
tain number of French citizens, in their deep
feoling of sympathy with the American ni-
tion and rrurltudo for the hearty roception
accorded in 1902 to the Rochambenu misgion
have thought that the best means of testifyinge
to your country the sentiment by which (hey
are animated would be to present it with .
reproduction of Washington's bust, des.
troyed during the fire at the Capitol in 185

he bust had been offered to the United

States by France in 1823 as the result of a

national subscription, It was the work of

David of Angers, a friend of liberty and

sincere admirer of the great man whose

features he was to reproduce, and who strove
to achieve a likeness not only of his physic:|
but also, as far as possible,of his moral traits

The original model of the work, which wus

greatly admired at the time, was fortunate]y

preserved at the David Museum at Angers

the birthplace of the artist. .
_Count de Rochambeau, who, with the as.

sistance of his friends, took the initiative

of the subacription, was thus enabled 1,

obtain a true reproduction of the destroyed
jece of work, and my Government has {st
orwarded to me the bust with & marhia

stela, on which it is to rest. I enclose hero-
with a photon‘rngh of the monument at pre--

ent at the Embassy. If the Congress h.

pleased to accept their gift the donors woul|

wish to have that image of Washingto,

erected at or near the place where the d.-

stroyed original stood.

In pursuance of the instruction T have ro.
ceived, I have the honor to acquaint yonr
Excellency with this wish. I look upon this
as the most agreeable duty, that of beinu,
on this occasion, the intermediary of mv
fellow citizens with the Government of the
United States. Their spontaneous initiative
once more demonstrates that in spite of tha
lapse of time, the sentiment which of yora

ervaded France in favor of the United States

as not yet died out. I may be permitted
to add that all in my country are convinced
it will never die out,

The original bust stood in the ocentre
of the Capitol’s rotunda.

THE PARSONS SUBWAY.

Comptroller Gro:t Objects to Having It 8o
Exhibited at St. Louls.

“From the minutes of the meeting of
Dec. 10,” said Comptroller Grout at tha
meeting of the Rapid Transit Commission
yesterday, “I observe ,hat permission
was given to Chief Engineer Parsons to
exhibit models of the Rapid transit rail-
road at St. Louis in his own name. Idon't
want to appear at all as hypercritical,
but I certainly think that if there is to he
an exhibit at St. Louis, that exhibit should
be sent there in the name of the city
and not in the name of an individual. This
commission ought not to sanction a step
which would seem to give to one man all
the credit for the carrying out succesafully
of the rapid transit railroad. Let the
exhibit be made in the name of the ocitv
and let the city pay the expenses of pre-
paring the models.”

Asked by President Orr if he had anv
objection to gyake to the suggestion, My
Parsons replied:

“It is not for me to comment on a motion
made by a member of this board, but T
would like to talk the matter over privately
with the members before action is taken
on Mr. Grout’s motion.”

“Well, we'll lay it over until
week,” Mr. Orr said.

The commission's committee on plans
reported favorably on Mr. Parsons’s sug-
gestion to join the East River bridges by
a sub-surface railroad. Mr. Parsons has
recommended a four track underground
railroad from the Brooklyn Bridge, undet
Centre street to Delancey street, and under
Delancey street to the Williamsburg Bridge,
He proposes to connect the Manhattan
Bridge with the subway by building & lllyur
from Centre and Canal streets ika
slip. Mr. Parsons was directed to are
{)ln.ns and specifications for carrying out
1i8 recommendations.

next

The Manners of Street Car and Stdewalk.

To THE Ep1TOR OF THE SBUN—Sir: Why do
not men respond more generally to the man
dates of social ethics and give their seats to
ladies in the street cara? I submit the fol-
lowing as a far-redching explanation,

Most empathically be it said it is not
due to the boorishness of men, but to won-
an's own lack of respect for herself ani
proper consideration for others,

When I was a boy my mother always mad~
me rise and offer my seat to a lady. Bu’
instead of taking the seat hepself, sha wouil
thrust into it some “kid" about my size tha
she had with her. My boyish intuitions wers
quick to perceive l?\ﬂ Injustice of this !
envied the “kid" and hated the woman, an|
resolved that when 1 grew to be a man |
would not resign my seat to any so-calle!
lady, because she did not appreciate th
courtesy. I do not mean to say that I have
carried out the regolution, although 1 hegan
early to put it Into practice. When m
mother wasn't with me, T didn*t offer 1
seat. | just sat still, swung my feet gleefnl
and leered triumphantly at the standinc
“kids" and their mammas levence whe
sweet  Of course this was not an experience
peculiar to me. Many other boys sufierad
the same \ru{. and still others observed 1!
Now thess boys have all grown up Is
it any wonder that when they are riding 'n
the sireet cars they are not looking for oy-
portunites to give their seats to lndies?

Take another instance, which illustrates
woman’s lack of respect for men  One day
last spring I was walking east on Fifty-gev-
enth street with a gentleman, feeble with the
weight of 80 years.  He was one of our coun
try's greatest heroes—a “grand old man
whom any American ahould be proud to
honor

What happened? Thera wasonly a single
line of flags where we were walking A
great many people, mostly women, were
coming in the opposite direction. Did thev
respect this tottering old man? Not the:
Why, they crowded him off the walk into the
mud and over aguinst the board fence. |
did not care for myself, but I was incensed
for the poor old man. So I said, “Come,
General, this won't do Yon u“hald the
country's flag, and you have a rig
half the sidewalk.” Then | grasped hi
firmly by the arm and we took the centiv
of the walk. The next bevy of damsels that
bore down upon us came sweeping trmwer
antly on, four abreast, with arms locked
like a phalanx They showed no signs of
turning out. They were too husy cheaing
and chattering owever. we held to the
guth. and at the last instant they broke and

ivided into pairs as they shonld have done

But some one may say these were ‘r‘;nlv

P
they? When we arrived at Carnegia Ha
we found that these people were coming fro
the commencement exercises of one of th:
most fashionable private schools in the cit
So they were representative people.  Yet they
yushed a venerable old man into th» murl

f any ona of them had beaen introduced !
him she would have made @ note of it in
her diary and hoasted of it all her lige
Should tired men returning from a hard day ™
work resign their seats for siuch creature:
as these?

Furthermore, if you pass a woman on the
street ar in the hnlf ghe will seldom tura o'
halt wiay. She i so accustoned 1o homage
that she accepts it as a matter of courss
Her sensibilities are pallad ~ She's Fr‘ﬂ”"“‘.
If woman wants to he respected she mus
first respect berself and others L

New Yonk, Jan 7

Vienna's Lesson From Awful Experienoe.

To THE EDITOR OF THE St~ 1 notfeed
Iately In your columns a suggestion that theatrs
ealt lights seemed to be placed on a separate elr
cult. | am reminded of the arr ement ot
Royal Opera House tn Vienna In s
holocaust In that eity. At every turn on the sialrs
and at the exits candles are placed bebind glass
screens and burn throughout the whole perform
ance. In this way light Is provided entirely inde
pendent of any possible accident to gas or cleetric
Installatlon.

Anoter custom there is the lowering of the fAire
proof curtaln once during every performanes,
that it may be seen hy every one to be In perfect
working order. These two simple experiments
It seems to me, would go far to Inspire public eon
fidence and prevent panie. Dr E. A M

NEwW YoRrk, Jan. 7.

e o————

The Different Fate of Two Masterpleces

The Flylng Mercury had just been completed

“Yes,” sald the sculptor, “that was easy
simply carved a messenger boy the way he wasa t

After this no one wondered

stiiee the 1952

The Apollo Belvedere was finished

“No,” wept Calamls, "I fear it Is 8 fallure.
showed 1t to 4 dozen men and each sald i di4
do him justlce. "
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